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  MISSION	STATEMENT	FOR	-	NMJ
•  Provide inspiration for our members’ mean 
   ingful programs and degrees.

•  Provide convenient opportunities for our   
   members to enhance their lives. 

•  Provide enjoyable programs and fellowship  
   for our members. 

       	FROM	THE	SECRETARY	- Ill James G. Fidler, 33°

 Brethren, the onset of November finds us reflecting upon  
events in October, both at Grand Lodge and here in the Valley 
of Canton . We are  invigorated by the prospectof up coming 
exciting Blue Lodge and Scottish Rite events.  And, as we ap-
proach the Thanksgiving season, we have  a renewed sense of 
gratitude for the blessings provided by our Divine Creator .

Grand Lodge in Dayton on October 20 and 21  ushered in a 
new Masonic year in Ohio  with the Installation of Ill. and 
MWB  Eric R. Schau, 33° as  Grand Master of Masons in Ohio. 
The inextricable bond between Grand Lodge and Scottish Rite 

in Ohio is demonstrated by the involvement of so many  Officers of the Valley of Canton 
in Symbolic and Grand Lodge activities. The coming months will feature a Past Masters 
Convocation at William H. Hoover Lodge #770 in North Canton and the Installation of 
Worshipful Masters and Officers to guide the Blue Lodges in the coming year.  The Past 
Masters Convocation in November will bring together Past Grand Masters,  returning and 
newly appointed District Deputy Grand Masters, District Education Officers and incoming 
Worshipful Masters and Lodge Education Officers to plan the coming Masonic year in the 
21st District.  Please support all of these fine Masons in their efforts to strengthen the Blue 
Lodges in the coming year as strong Symbolic Lodges are critical to the success of Scottish 
Rite.

Speaking of Scottish Rite, the 242nd Reunion of the Valley of Canton, honoring our Dep-
uty’s Representative, Ill.  Frank L. Sekeres, 33°,  held at the Canton Masonic Temple, on 
October26-28, 2017, was one of the most memorable ever, with new and experienced 32nd 
Degree Scottish Rite Masons, their Ladies and families coming together to enjoy great ritual 
work, wonderful entertainment, delicious food and Masonic fellowship while celebrating 
the considerable achievements of an exemplary man and Mason and his wife Debbie.

Remember Brethren,  November  is the month  we are especially  mindful of the need to  
thank all military personnel for their service  and  in which we are reminded of our need to 
be  constantly thankful to our Divine Creator for the many blessings we receive every day 
of our existence.

HAPPY  THANKSGIVING!

James G. Fidler,33°

Executive Secretary

Send	a	card	to	a	Brother	in	need
Do you know a Brother who is feeling under the weather or 

needs some encouragement?  Simply go to the Supremecouncil.
org web site and click on the “Brother to Brother” icon.  Then 
complete the attached form, and they will process your request 
for a card from Headquarters offering get well greetings or 
encouragement from the Sovereign Grand Commander to the 
individual you identify.

(Please allow 7 days for processing time)



                  

        Trestle	Board	
       

NOVEMBER
Thurs., Nov. 9 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Sat., Nov. 11 - VETERANS	DAY
Thurs., Nov. 23 -THANKSGIVING
 Thurs., Dec. 14 - 6:30 PM Quarterly Dinner
    7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Mon., Dec. 25 -	CHRISTMAS	DAY
    
																							IMPORTANT	DATES

 Thurs., Nov. 9 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Sat., Nov. 11 - VETERANS	DAY
Thurs., Nov. 23 -THANKSGIVING
Thurs., Dec. 14 - 6:30 PM Quarterly Dinner
    7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Mon., Dec. 25 -	CHRISTMAS	DAY
Mon, Jan. 1, 2018 - NEW	YEARS	DAY
Thurs., Jan 11 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Thurs., Feb. 8 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Thurs., Mar. 8 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Thurs. Mar. 15 - 6:00 PM Candidate Night
Fri. Mar. 16 - 6:00 PM Buffet Dinner                       
           7:00 PM Opening Spring Reunion
Sat. Mar. 17 - 8:00 AM 243rd Spring Reunion
Sun. April 1 -   EASTER
Thurs., April 12 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Thurs., May 10- 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Sat. May 12 - 4:00 PM Officers Installation
            6:00 PM Dinner
Sat. May 19 - 6:00 PM Awards Dinner
Thurs. June 14- 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Fri. June 15- 6:00 PM Scholarship/Graduation Dinner  
Wed. July 4 - FOURTH	OF	JULY
Thurs. July 12 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
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NOVEMBER 9TH 	STATED	MEETING		at	7:30PM 

																	DINNER	TIME:	6:30	pm		Cost	is	$12.00
                               MENU:   
                                 	•	 Stuffed	Pork	Chop
				 	 									•	 Mashed	Potatoes/Gravy
	 	 									•		Mixed	Vegetables
	 																						•		Cake
	 	 									•		Coffee	&	Ice	Tea	
                         RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
                    Contact Bill Stratton at 330-455-6300 or
                      e-mail: cantonmanager@yahoo.com
DEADLINE	FOR	RESERVATION	NOVEMBER	6,	2017							

																			Workers	Needed!
Brothers, can you paint, patch walls, stain wood, or help a 
plumber or electrician? Then we need your help to fix up the 
inside of the Canton Masonic Temple. We will meet at 8:00 
AM the FOURTH	SATURDAY of the month for coffee 
and donuts and then,with your able help, we will keep the 
inside beautiful!

               A Prayer for Veterans
     Proud of our nation

  they answered her call –

Defending the freedom

     and  safety of all.

On land or on sea,

  or in jets high above,

They went out of duty

     and honor and love.

But however they served, Lord,

      wherever they went,

Please bless them

       and help them

 to know what it meant!

And help us to thank them

     on Veterans Day –

For we owe them far more

  than we ever could say.
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 Membership	by Scott Garan, Chairman

 As Freemasons and Scottish Rite Ma-
sons, each of us had different reasons to 
join our fraternity, but I will venture to 
say that for most of us brotherhood was 
on that list.   Personally I can say that I 
grew up playing sports in grade school, 
high school, college, and I was a police 

officer in my first career.   As much as I loved the ladies, and 
now my wife, there was something about the bond a group of 
men have together.   
In sports it was everyone working together to achieve a cer-
tain goal.   As a police officer, the same was true but the bond 
was stronger as we relied upon each other in some dangerous 
situations.   Camaraderie was a big part of why I joined Free-
masonry.   It was a group of men that I could put my trust in to 
help me when help was needed, but also a group that I could 
have fun and joke with.   Freemasonry is a true brotherhood.
Now some may know, and many may not but recently I no-
ticed some swelling with fluid in my legs so I went to the doc-
tors.   As luck would have it, despite exercising my whole life 
I found out I had congestive heart failure and a leaky valve.   
Essentially I could not outrun my genetics as my dad had a 
heart attack at 50 and my brother had a heart valve replaced 
at 51.  I’m 50 and a half!   Additionally some poor decisions 
added to the problem as I have sleep apnea and I simply ig-
nored the problem which compounded my heart condition.
Fortunately, through medications and an eventual valve re-
placement the doctors think I can strengthen my heart and be 
alright.   I may not be 100%, but he said I will be able to get 
back to lifting weights and doing all the things I had before.   
This was good news after hearing the diagnosis!   
So what does this have to do with membership?   Well, I had 
to share a shortened version of my story to convey to you that 
I was not only physically having a problem, but that when go-
ing through something like this it is easy to become down or 
depressed.   Beside my wife and family, one of the things that 
helped keep my spirits high were the Masonic and Scottish 
Rite brethren that called or texted and offered encouragement, 
a few laughs, and even a few tips to help me get through this 
dilemma.   Really, the outpouring of brotherhood was over-
whelming.
So why did I share this.   I shared this to remind each of you 
that a simple phone call of text from you can make a differ-
ence in the life of a fellow Freemason.   It did for me, and I 
know from calling brethren for our Brother to Brother Phone 
Call Program, many of the brethren are excited to hear from 
us.   For some, it may be all the Masonic contact they have, 
due to health problems or simply not being able to get a ride 
to Lodge.
Brethren, keep this in mind the next time someone asks about 
Freemasonry.  Share stories such as mine to let people know 
that we ARE a true brotherhood that cares for each other.  

     Daylight Savings Time Ends
Daylight Savings Time ends at 1:59 
AM on the first Sunday in November 
(5) and Standard Time begins at 1:00 
AM as clocks fall back. 
In the U.S., 2:00 a.m. was originally 
chosen as the changeover time because 
it was practical and minimized disrup-

tion. Most people were at home and this was the time when 
the fewest trains were running. It is late enough to minimally 
affect bars and restaurants, and it prevents the day from 
switching to yesterday , which would be confusing.

																					2018	DUES	STATEMENTS
Brethren, starting in October 2017, you started receiving the 
2018 dues notification.
The dues statement that you receive will indicate the Valley 
dues	are	$85.00 and the Supreme	Council ASSESSMENT, 
which appears as a separate item, is	$27.00 making a total	of	
$112.00
The Supreme	Council	assessment	of	$27.00	is intended to 
assure the continued ability of Supreme Council to provide 
services to the members and to care for brothers in need.  
As is the case with the Valley of Canton, Supreme Council 
makes every effort to reduce operating costs without impact-
ing adversely on member’s services.
Checks need to be made out to AASR-Valley	of	Canton, 
bank generated checks need the member’s ID number on it.
																						Where’s	My	Dues	Card?
Reminder, the Supreme Council has done away with paper 
dues cards and has adopted a permanent, plastic dues card for 
its members.  These plastic dues cards were mailed to you 
directly from the Supreme Council’s headquarters in Lexing-
ton, MA.  If you have misplaced your dues card, or need a 
replacement sent to you, please call the Valley Office at 330-
455-2321 or email at valleyofcanton78@gmail.com

Let them know that we all keep the oaths to care for one 
another that we swore to at the altar in our Blue Lodges.   
Finally brethren, take the time to reach out to those brethren 
that are in need.   Make a phone call and check up on a Lodge 
Brother that you haven’t seen in a while.   Ask if they need a 
ride or if you or the Lodge or Temple can help in any other 
way.  I can say this from personal experience, something as 
simple as a phone call or text can truly make a difference in a 
lodge Brother’s life.

“There is no other word that defines America better than free-
dom.  Our youth need to be immersed in its meaning so they 
too can pass it on to future generations”
                  WWII – Rudolph B Davila Medal of Honor – US Army
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																	History	of	Veterans	Day
World War I – known at the time as “The Great War” - offi-
cially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 
28, 1919, in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of Ver-
sailles, France. However, fighting ceased seven months ear-
lier when an armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities, 
between the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. 
For that reason, November 11, 1918, is generally regarded as 
the end of “the war to end all wars.”
In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 
11 as the first commemoration of Armistice Day with the fol-
lowing words: “To us in America, the reflections of Armistice 
Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those 
who died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the 
victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us 
and because of the opportunity it has given America to show 
her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the 
nations…”
The original concept for the celebration was for a day ob-
served with parades and public meetings and a brief suspen-
sion of business beginning at 11:00 a.m.
The United States Congress officially recognized the end of 
World War I when it passed a concurrent resolution on June 
4, 1926, with these words:
An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 
13, 1938, made the 11th of November in each year a legal 
holiday—a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace 
and to be thereafter celebrated and known as “Armistice 
Day.” Armistice Day was primarily a day set aside to honor 
veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after World War II 
had required the greatest mobilization of soldiers, sailors, 
Marines and airmen in the Nation’s history; after American 
forces had fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd Congress, at 
the urging of the veterans service organizations, amended the 
Act of 1938 by striking out the word “Armistice” and insert-
ing in its place the word “Veterans.” With the approval of this 
legislation (Public Law 380) on June 1, 1954, November 11th 
became a day to honor American veterans of all wars.
Later that same year, on October 8th, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower issued the first “Veterans Day Proclamation” 
which stated: “In order to insure proper and widespread 
observance of this anniversary, all veterans, all veterans’ or-
ganizations, and the entire citizenry will wish to join hands in 
the common purpose. Toward this end, I am designating the 
Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs as Chairman of a Veterans 
Day National Committee, which shall include such other per-
sons as the Chairman may select, and which will coordinate 
at the national level necessary planning for the observance. 
I am also requesting the heads of all departments and agen-
cies of the Executive branch of the Government to assist the 
National Committee in every way possible.”

The Uniform Holiday Bill (Public Law 90-363 (82 Stat. 
250)) was signed on June 28, 1968, and was intended to 
ensure three-day weekends for Federal employees by cel-
ebrating four national holidays on Mondays: Washington’s 
Birthday, Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus Day. 
It was thought that these extended weekends would encour-
age travel, recreational and cultural activities and stimulate 
greater industrial and commercial production. Many states 
did not agree with this decision and continued to celebrate the 
holidays on their original dates.
The first Veterans Day under the new law was observed with 
much confusion on October 25, 1971. It was quite apparent 
that the commemoration of this day was a matter of historic 
and patriotic significance to a great number of our citizens, 
and so on September 20th, 1975, President Gerald R. Ford 
signed Public Law 94-97 (89 Stat. 479), which returned the 
annual observance of Veterans Day to its original date of 
November 11, beginning in 1978. This action supported the 
desires of the overwhelming majority of state legislatures, 
all major veterans service organizations and the American 
people.
Veterans Day continues to be observed on November 11, 
regardless of what day of the week on which it falls. The 
restoration of the observance of Veterans Day to November 
11 not only preserves the historical significance of the date, 
but helps focus attention on the important purpose of Veter-
ans Day: A celebration to honor America’s veterans for their 
patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve and 
sacrifice for the common good.

    HISTORY	OF	THANKSGIVING	IN	AMERICA
The first national celebration of Thanksgiving in America 
was declared in 1775 by the Continental Congress. This was 
to celebrate the win at Saratoga during the American Revolu-
tion. However, this was not an annual event. In 1863, two 
national days of Thanksgiving were declared: One celebrated 
the Union victory at the Battle of Gettysburg; the other began 
the Thanksgiving holiday that is commonly celebrated today. 
The author of “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” Sarah Josepha 
Hale, was key in getting Thanksgiving officially recognized 
as a national holiday. She published a letter to President 
Lincoln in a popular women’s magazine, advocating for a 
national holiday that would help unify the nation during the 
Civil War. 
Celebrating Thanksgiving as a national holiday is a tradition 
that continues to this day, as each year the President officially 
declares a day of National Thanksgiving.
The President also pardons a turkey each Thanksgiving, a 
tradition that began with President Harry Truman.
•  1941 - President Roosevelt established the fourth Thursday  
    in November as Thanksgiving Day.



          James	Knox	Polk																	
(November 2, 1795 – June 15, 1849) 
was the 11th President of the United 
States (1845–49). He previously served 
as the 13th Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and as Governor of 
Tennessee. A protégé of Andrew Jack-
son, Polk was a member of the Demo-

cratic Party and an adherent of Jacksonian democracy and 
Manifest Destiny. During his presidency, the United States 
expanded significantly with the annexation of Republic of 
Texas, the Oregon Treaty, and the conclusion of the Mexican-
American War.
Polk was a dark horse candidate for president in 1844. 
Though he entered the convention hoping to be nominated 
for vice president, he won the presidential nomination as 
a compromise candidate among the various party factions. 
In the general election, he defeated Henry Clay of the rival 
Whig Party in large part due to his promise to annex the 
Republic of Texas.
Polk is often considered the last strong pre–Civil War presi-
dent, having met during his four years in office every major 
domestic and foreign policy goal set during his campaign 
and the transition to his administration. He threatened war 
with the United Kingdom over the disputed Oregon Coun-
try, eventually reaching a settlement in which the United 
States and Britain divided the territory along the 49thparallel. 
After Mexico rejected the annexation of Texas by the United 
States, Polk achieved a sweeping victory in the Mexican–
American War, which resulted in the cession by Mexico of 
nearly the whole of what is now the American Southwest. He 
ensured a substantial reduction of tariff rates by replacing the 
“Black Tariff” with the Walker tariff of 1846, which pleased 
the less-industrialized states of his native South by rendering 
less expensive both imported and, through competition, do-
mestic goods. In addition, he re-established the Independent 
Treasury System, oversaw the opening of the United States 
Naval Academy and the Smithsonian Institution, the ground-
breaking for the Washington Monument, and the issuance of 
the first United States postage stamp. True to his campaign 
pledge to serve only one term as president, Polk left office in 
March 1849 and returned to Tennessee. He died of cholera 
three months later, having had the shortest retirement of any 
U.S. president.
Scholars have ranked him favorably on lists of greatest 
presidents for his ability to promote and achieve the major 
items on his presidential agenda. However, he has also been 
criticized for leading the country into war against Mexico 
and for exacerbating sectional divides. Polk has been called 
the “least known consequential president”

                Zachary	Taylor																														
(November 24, 1784 – July 9, 1850) 
was the 12th President of the United 
States, serving from March 1849 until 
his death in July 1850. Before his 
presidency, Taylor was a career officer 
in the United States Army, rising to the 
rank of major general. Taylor’s status 

as a national hero as a result of his victories in the Mexican–
American War won him election to the White House despite 
his vague political beliefs. His top priority as president was 
preserving the Union, but he died sixteen months into his 
term, before making any progress on the status of slavery, 
which had been inflaming tensions in Congress. He is the first 
and only President to come from Louisiana.  
The Whig Party convinced the reluctant Taylor to lead their 
ticket in the 1848 presidential election, despite his unclear 
political beliefs and lack of interest in politics. At the 1848 
Whig National Convention, Taylor defeated Scott and former 
Senator Henry Clay to take the nomination. He won the gen-
eral election alongside New York politician Millard Fillmore, 
defeating Democratic Party candidates Lewis Cass and Wil-
liam Orlando Butler, as well as a third-party effort led by for-
mer President Martin Van Buren and Charles Francis Adams, 
Sr. of the Free Soil Party. Taylor became the first President to 
be elected with no prior office.
As President, Taylor kept his distance from Congress and 
his cabinet, even as partisan tensions threatened to divide 
the Union. Debate over the status of slavery in the Mexican 
Cession dominated the political agenda and led to threats of 
secession from Southerners. Despite being a Southerner and 
a slaveholder himself, Taylor did not push for the expansion 
of slavery, and he sought sectional harmony above all other 
concerns. To avoid the issue of slavery, he urged settlers in 
New Mexico and California to bypass the territorial stage 
and draft constitutions for statehood, setting the stage for the 
Compromise of 1850.
Because of his short tenure, Taylor is not considered to have 
strongly influenced the office of the Presidency or the United 
States. Some historians believe that Taylor was too inexperi-
enced with politics, at a time when officials needed close ties 
with political operatives. Despite his shortcomings, the Clay-
ton–Bulwer Treaty affecting relations with Great Britain in 
Central America is “recognized as an important step in scal-
ing down the nation’s commitment to Manifest Destiny as a 
policy.” While historical rankings of Presidents of the United 
Stateshave generally placed Taylor in the bottom quarter of 
chief executives, most surveys tend to rank him as the most 
effective of the four Presidents from the Whig Party.
Taylor was the last President to own slaves while in office. 
He was the third of four Whig presidents,[g] the last being 
Fillmore, his successor. Taylor was also the second president 
to die in office, preceded by William Henry Harrison who 
died while serving as President nine years earlier, as well as 
the only President elected from Louisiana.

 Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and It just takes 75-100 
years to fully work.
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            MASTER’S	WAGES
           Michael E. Lengler
            Most Wise Master
            Brenton Chapter of Rose Croix 
   Has the thought ever crossed your 
mind “what are Master’s Wages?” 
When will I receive Master’s wages? I 
had never really gave it much thought. 
I heard it mentioned at the opening of 
each Master Mason Lodge. I remem-
bered my response when giving back 
my Master Mason proficiency exam. It 

wasn’t until my first year as a District Deputy and I had the 
honor to present a 75 year service award. It hit me like a ton 
of bricks that evening. On reflection, I had been receiving 
Master’s wages for many years and didn’t realize it.
The wages of a Mason (which includes all the appending 
bodies) can be broken down into three categories. They are 
the Spiritual, Temporal and Personal.
When looking at Spiritual wages, can you recall the first 
words you spoke in a Masonic Lodge? You were asked in 
whom you put your trust. Because this was a spontaneous 
response, it was a significant examination of self, which veri-
fied and confirmed your sincere belief and trust in God. This 
is Master’s wages in their purist form.
Temporal wages can be linked to that dedicated group of 
members in a lodge who spend many hours on much needed 
repairs and cleanup. This would include those members of a 
Scottish Rite Valley who dedicate hours to degree preparation 
and practice. What is it that prompts these dedicated Broth-
ers to give their time and talent, and what is their reward? It 
is Master’s Wages earned through the satisfaction and pride 
in a job well done. Temporal Wages are not just limited to 
work within our Fraternity. Youth groups such as Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, Church groups, Masonic youth groups and many 
other civic organizations, all offer opportunities for earning 
Master’s wages.  
Personal wages, follow Masons during their personal jour-
neys through a lifetime of Masonic labors. You can receive 
Master’s wages in many ways, an appointment to an Officer 
line, an exciting and energizing event or election and installa-
tion as Master of your Lodge. There is gratification felt when 
you are complimented on good ritual work or an outstanding 
presentation. Probably the most important aspect of Personal 
Master’s wages are the warm and unselfish feelings you get 
when you have been instrumental in helping another human 
being feel better about themselves. Encouraging and helping 
them in a time of spiritual or physical need; thus making the 
world a better place for them and others. We can’t forget that 
Personal wages are earned when new friendships are made 
and old ones renewed at many traditional functions such as 
Installations, Inspections, Reunions, banquets and picnics.

                     THE	MONTH	OF	NOVEMBER 
In the original Roman calendar, November was the ninth 
month of the year. It got its name from the Latin word 
“novem” which means nine. However, it became the eleventh 
month when the Romans added in January and February to 
the start of the year. Throughout much of history, Novem-
ber has often been thought of as a somber month because it 
signaled the start of winter. People would spend the month 
storing up their harvest and preparing their food and homes in 
order to survive the winter. 
It is the last month of the Fall season. November in the 
Northern Hemisphere is similar to May in the Southern Hemi-
sphere. Elections are held in the United States on the Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November. The third Thursday of 
November is the Great American Smokeout. Smokers are en-
couraged by the American Cancer Society to stop smoking on 
this day. Some Christian churches celebrate All Saint’s Day 
on the first day of November and All Souls Day on the 2nd. 
American football is the main sport watched in the United 
States during this month. Most, if not all, of the leaves have 
fallen off the trees by the end of November
1. November 2 is the only day of the year that was the birth-
day of two US presidents: Warren Harding (born 1865) and 
James Polk (1795). 
2. In Old English, November was called Blotmonth (Blood 
month) referring to the time of slaughter of farm animals. 
3. “November is the most disagreeable month in the whole 
year,” (Louisa M Alcott, Little Women).
4. Since 1845 all US presidential elections have been held by 
statute on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem-
ber in years divisible by four. 
5. The second week in November is National Split Pea Soup 
Week in the USA. 
6. November’s birthstone is the topaz and its flower the chry-
santhemum. 
7. November is the only month used to represent a letter in the 
Alpha-Bravo-Charlie phonetic alphabet. 
8. According to Richard Saunders (1613-1675): “In this 
Month Melancholy much increaseth” … 
9. … and he warned his readers “Do not go early forth of 
doors … because of Foggs and Mists”. 
10. Research last year showed that Spaniards tweet the words 
“te amo” (I love you) most often in November.
     November is the 11th month of the year and has 30 days. 

It is said that “you get more out of Masonry than what you 
put into it. “ But that is not true, the rewards far exceed the 
sum total of your efforts.
Master’s wages can be considered the very essence of Ma-
sonry which becomes a part of our everyday lives. 
In conclusion, Master’s Wages is a metaphor for a way of 
life! Let us all strive to better ourselves and make the world a 
better place to live.
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									James	Abram	Garfield                  
(November 19, 1831 – September 19, 
1881) was the 20th President of the 
United States, serving from March 4, 
1881, until his assassination later that 
year. Garfield had served nine terms in 
the House of Representatives, and had 
been elected to the Senate before his 
candidacy for the White House, though 
he declined the Senate seat once he 
was elected President. He is the only 

sitting House member to be elected president.
At the 1880 Republican National Convention, Senator-elect 
Garfield attended as campaign manager for Secretary of the 
Treasury John Sherman, and gave the presidential nomina-
tion speech for him. When neither Sherman nor his rivals 
– Ulysses S. Grant and James G. Blaine – could get enough 
votes to secure the nomination, delegates chose Garfield as a 
compromise on the 36th ballot. In the 1880 presidential elec-
tion, Garfield conducted a low-key front porch campaign, and 
narrowly defeated Democrat Winfield Scott Hancock.
Garfield’s accomplishments as president included a resur-
gence of presidential authority against senatorial courtesy in 
executive appointments, energizing American naval power, 
and purging corruption in the Post Office, all during his ex-
tremely short time in office. Garfield made notable diplomatic 
and judiciary appointments, including a U.S. Supreme Court 
justice. He enhanced the powers of the presidency when he 
defied the powerful New York senator Roscoe Conkling by 
appointing William H. Robertson to the lucrative post of Col-
lector of the Port of New York, starting a fracas that ended 
with Robertson’s confirmation and Conkling’s resignation 
from the Senate. Garfield advocated agricultural technology, 
an educated electorate, and civil rights for African Americans. 
He also proposed substantial civil service reform, eventu-
ally passed by Congress in 1883 and signed into law by his 
successor, Chester A. Arthur, as the Pendleton Civil Service 
Reform Act. On July 2, 1881, he was shot at the Baltimore 
and Potomac Railroad Station in Washington D.C.by Charles 
J. Guiteau, a lawyer and writer with a grievance. The wound 
was not immediately fatal for Garfield, but his doctors’ un-
cleaned and unprotected hands are said to have led to infec-
tion that caused his death on September 19. Guiteau was 
convicted of the murder and was executed in June 1882; he 
tried to name his crime as simple assault by blaming the doc-
tors for Garfield’s death. With his term cut short by his death 
after only 200 days, and much of it spent in ill health trying 
to recover from the attack, Garfield is little-remembered for 
other than his assassination. Historians often forgo listing him 
in rankings of U.S. presidents due to the short length of his 
presidency.

						Reclaiming	the	Soul	of	Freemasonry
                     John Wm. McNaughton, 33°
                   Former Sovereign Grand Commander
The book presents the results of the research and surveys 
conducted in 2016-17,  and is the most comprehensive study 
of Freemasonry and the Scottish Rite undertaken in 20 years. 
Reclaiming the Soul of Freemasonry, by John Wm. Mc-
Naughton, 33°, former Sovereign Grand Commander of the 
Scottish Rite, NMJ, is a data-driven, clear, yet hopeful view 
of the state of Freemasonry and its future. The book presents 
the results of the most comprehensive study of Freemasonry 
and the Scottish Rite conducted in more than 20 years.
Grand Commander McNaughton presents survey and re-
search findings that quantify the problems facing the frater-
nity and ways to address our most serious issues. Reclaiming 
the Soul of Freemasonry presents:
The results of how 1,000 men from across the United States 
respond to the messages of Freemasonry
• What Scottish Rite members want from the fraternity as 

we move forward
• The right message about Freemasonry for men today
• Leadership in the blue lodge
• The role of technology in the fraternity 
• Secular charity vs. caring for each other
• What the research study teaches us about the path for-

ward for Freemasonry
                      $24.95 with FREE domestic shipping. 
All proceeds from the book will go to the Grand Almoner’s 
Fund to help our Brothers and their families in need. 

 What if my dog only brings back the ball because he thinks I 
like throwing it?
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        WHAT	IS	RAPID	RESPONSE?
       By Monica Rose Gwin
    OhioMeansJobs Centers in Stark and Tuscarawas       
  Counties

Rapid Response is a program that assists dis-
located workers and employers affected by a 

layoff, business closing or business relocation.  It is based on 
the idea that employees who are losing their jobs due to no 
fault of their own, have a history of employment and want to 
continue working.   All services provided to both employers 
and employees are free, and can be requested by contacting a 
local OhioMeansJobs (OMJ) Center.

Amy Miller, Resource Room Manager/ One-Stop Officer for 
OMJ Centers in Stark and Tuscarawas Counties, has been the 
local Rapid Response coordinator in Stark and Tuscarawas 
counties for many years.

“Employers dislike having to lay off employees or close 
facilities, but it does happen.  When an employee is laid off, 
they are eligible for Unemployment Compensation (UC) ben-
efits.  The longer a former worker is on UC, the more it costs 
the employer,” says Miller.

The Rapid Response team, which includes staff representing 
OMJ Centers and the Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services, meets with the employer to explain all the services 
their employees are eligible to receive.  Services include re-
sume assistance, job search workshops and a transition center 
at the employer location.  The benefit of an on-site transition 
center is that instead of having to visit the local OMJ Center 
for services, the center comes to the worker.  

“Often dislocated workers don’t know how to get started with 
their job search.  The Rapid Response team holds a meeting 
with employees so they can learn about the services OMJ 
Centers provide, training assistance and unemployment com-
pensation.” explains Miller.

“In Ohio the only way to apply for UC is to file online or by 
phone.  There are no offices where an individual can walk in 
and ask questions.  One of the many benefits of Rapid Re-
sponse is that a representative from the UC office attends the 
sessions.  It is the only time an impacted employee is able to 
talk face to face with someone from UC, and learn about the 
process of applying for benefits,” she adds.

Some employers prefer to just have information packets 
about the OMJ Centers and unemployment compensation to 
distribute to their employees.  These packets provide employ-
ees with beneficial information as they begin their job search.

Whether a company is laying off today or in two months, ser-
vices can be put in place to help  employees transition.  Rapid 
Response is there to help both the job seeker get back to work 
faster, and help the employer minimize the time employees 

           Warren	Gamaliel	Harding		             
(November 2, 1865 – August 2, 1923) 
was the 29th President of the United 
States, serving from March 4, 1921, 
until his death in 1923. At the time 
of his death, he was one of the most 
popular presidents, but the subse-
quent exposure of scandals that took 
place under his administration, such 
as Teapot Dome, eroded his popular 
regard, as did revelations of an affair 
by Nan Britton, one of his mistresses. 

In historical rankings of the U.S. presidents, Harding is often 
rated among the worst.
When Harding ran for the Republican nomination for presi-
dent in 1920 he was considered a long shot until after the 
convention began. Then the leading candidates, such as Gen-
eral Leonard Wood, could not gain the needed majority, and 
the convention deadlocked. Harding’s support gradually grew 
until he was nominated on the 10th ballot. He conducted a 
front porch campaign, remaining for the most part in Marion 
and allowing the people to come to him. He won in a land-
slide over Democrat James M. Cox and Socialist Party candi-
date Eugene Debs, running on a theme of return to normalcy 
and becoming the first sitting senator to be elected president.
Harding appointed a number of well-regarded figures to his 
cabinet, including Andrew Mellon at the Treasury, Herbert 
Hoover at Commerce and Charles Evans Hughes at the State 
Department. A major foreign policy achievement came with 
the Washington Naval Conference of 1921–1922, in which 
the world’s major naval powers agreed on a naval limitations 
program that lasted a decade. Two members of his cabinet 
were implicated in corruption: Interior Secretary Albert Fall 
and Attorney General Harry Daugherty. The resulting scan-
dals did not fully emerge until after Harding’s death, nor did 
word of his extramarital affairs, but both greatly damaged his 
reputation. Harding died of a heart attack in San Francisco 
while on a western speaking tour; he was succeeded by his 
vice president, Calvin Coolidge.

                                 	S.A.M.S.	Club
Greetings My Brothers:
 Can you believe that November is upon  us. The weather is 
getting colder and the  leaves are turning. Before you know 
it Thanksgiving will be here. Take time to call a Brother you 
haven’t seen for a while, and don’t forget the widows and 
families of our deceased Brothers and the sick and distressed. 
Happy Thanksgiving!  

100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had 
cars. Today everyone has cars and only the rich own horses.

Keep one thing forever in view: the truth; and if you do this, 
though it may seem to lead away from the opinions of men, it 
will assuredly conduct you to the throne of God.
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						MERITORIOUS	SERVICE	AWARDEES
  The MSA club holds a monthly scheduled breakfast for all 
MSA  Awardees throughout 2017.  They are held the second 
Tuesday of each month at John’s Bar at 9:00 AM.
The schedule for 2017 is as follows.  The breakfast is open 
to all Scottish Rite members. Plan on attending.

November 14th   December 12th
At the Tuesday, October 10th  breakfast at John’s Bar there 
were 7 MSA members and five 33° members in attendance.  
The conversations were on today’s politics and yesterday’s 
lodge history.  All enjoyed good fellowship and a very nice 
breakfast.  Come on November 14th and join us for a nice 
morning of followship.

                          ISSA MICHAEL, MSA
																			December	5,	1924	–	October	1,	2017
The Valley of Canton lost a good man and dedicated Mason 
with the passing of Issa Michael, MSA on October 1, 2017.  
Issa was a stalwart in William McKinley Lodge and Scottish 
Rite for many years; participating in ritual work and mentor-
ing new Master Masons and new Scottish Rite Masons in 
the nuances of the work; always willing to help with sound 
words of advice and always conducting himself in a manner 
that reflected credit upon the Fraternity.  His exemplary ef-
forts on behalf of Scottish Rite were recognized in 2004 when 
he was elected to receive the Meritorious Service Award.
Our expressions of sympathy go to Issa’s family and many 
friends as we commend him with the words “Well done good 
and faithful servant.”

           BLUE	LODGE	ACTIVITIES.
 On the second Saturday of each month Clinton Lodge      
   #47 located at 333 2nd Street SW, Massillon, serves  
      breakfast from 8:00 to 10:00 AM. 
   Come, bring your family and enjoy good fellowship 

                 Support	Your	Blue	Lodge.
          



11

											“The	Spirit	of	Freemasonry”
The annotated translation of this manuscript (circa 1804) is 
divided into 12 Chapters that can be read in any order. They 
describe various Masonic subjects that might seem exotic, 
strange and even bizarre to us in the 21st century.
These chapters reveal old rituals belonging to or inspired by 
Freemasonry and lectures
written to convey the mandatory instruction given to a Brother 
Mason after passing to a higher degree. 
Some of these writings are almost dissertations on the history 
or philosophy of humankind. Other topics include the protocol 
of a “Table Lodge,” which is fully described and the vocabu-
lary of the event is explained. For example, to the initiated, “to 
fire a cannon loaded with strong red powder” meant “to drink 
a glass of red wine.”
 This rare manuscript also covers many other fascinating 
themes. It is our belief that this book, and particularly the 
footnotes, will cast a brighter light on Masonic texts, symbols, 
rituals, definitions, secret alphabets and calendars that up to 
now were thought to be difficult for the uninitiated to compre-
hend.
This manuscript belongs to the famous Doszedardski col-
lection of Masonic documents preserved at the Scottish Rite 
Masonic Museum and Library in Lexington, Massachusetts. It 
contains 225 beautifully calligraphed pages and four symbolic 
drawings hand-painted with shimmering colors.
It can be ordered from the “Shop” on the Supreme Council 
NMJ’s webpage at www.scottishritenmj.org . The unit price is 
$75 plus shipping.

Kamel Oussayef, 33º, MSA, is a member of the A.A.S.R.  in 
the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States of 
America. He was born in 1948 in Sétif, Algeria, schooled 
in Sceaux, near Paris, during his teenage years, and resided 
in France for many years. He holds a MA from the Fletcher 
School of Law & Diplomacy at Tufts University and a MS 
from the School of Public Communications at Boston Univer-
sity.
His passion for Freemasonry and its history began long before 
he became a member of the fraternity some 40 years ago. 
Kamel is associated with several Symbolic Blue Lodges and 
is a Past Master of two of them. He has worked as a volunteer 
at the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum in Lexington, Massa-
chusetts since 2003. This book is his third contribution to the 
study of the genesis of this institution. Previously published 
are “the Book of Wisdom” and “St. Edoüard Lodge” (in 1748 
Paris), both annotated translations from the collection of Ma-
sonic manuscripts at the Museum. He lives with his wife Mary 
Park Lenox in Winchester, Massachusetts.  
The translated manuscript (circa 1804), is divided into 9 
totally independent chapters which can be read in any order. 
They include topics on different Masonic subjects which are 
dealt with in ways that might seem to us, in this 21st century, 
somehow exotic, strange and even bizarre.
 Old rituals belonging to or inspired from Freemasonry are 
revealed, lectures written to convey the mandatory instruction 
given to a Brother Mason after passing to a higher degree are 
almost dissertations on the history or philosophy of mankind. 
The protocol of a “Table Lodge” is fully described and the 
vocabulary of the event is totally explained. As an example, 
“To fire a canon loaded with strong red powder” meant to the 
initiated: “to drink a glass of red wine”. The above examples 
are only a brief overview of these themes contained in this rare 
manuscript.
It is our belief that this book, and particularly the footnotes, 
will cast a brighter light on Masonic texts, symbols, rituals, 
definitions, secret alphabets and even calendars that you might 
have, (otherwise???) up to this day, thought to be incompre-
hensible.   
This manuscript belongs to the famous Doszedardski col-
lection of Masonic documents preserved at the Scottish Rite 
Masonic Museum and Library, in Lexington, Massachusetts. 
It contains 225 beautifully calligraphed pages and 4 symbolic 
drawings hand-painted with shimmering colors. 

               
                 THANKSGIVING	QUOTATION
“Let us remember that, as much has been given us, much will 
be expected from us, and that true homage comes from the 
heart as well as from the lips, and shows itself in deeds.”
                                                              - Theodore Roosevelt



In	memoriam	
Don’t be afraid, for I have assured you, I have called you by name, you are Mine,

When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you.
When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown!

When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up,
For I am the Lord your God....you are precious to me...don’t be afraid, for I am with you!

The Grand Architect of the Universe has received the following into His Presence:
With sympathy and sorrow, we share in the loss of our brothers:

                                               Homer C. Kingsbury                       Lawson E. Simpson
                                     Issa J. Michael,MSA                       Robert W. Sweaney

Robert W. Alexander
Alfred M. Biller
George A. Boyle
James L. Branch
Bobby G. Burns
George Colley
Donald L. Corbett
David Dull
Dale L. Evans
James R. Filliez, 33°
James Fugatt
Paul E. Griffin
Gary W. Guist

Martin L. Hall
Thomas A. Heakin
John L. Henning
William S. Herman
Henry W. Hilger, MSA
Clark C. Hoehn
Jim Hone, MSA
Don Hurles
David Johnson, Jr.
James D. Kirkpatrick
Ralph J. Lahm
Laurence A. Loutzenheiser
Zeb V. Malavite

Ray McClelland, Sr.
Thurman S. Miller
Dale F. Mose
Don C. Nixon
William Noggle, 33°
Theodore F. Novak
Arthur E. Overcasher
Arthur L. Phillips, 33°
Ronnie Phillips
James W. Ratliff
Donald H. Ray
Robert Redenback
Earnest Riddle

E. Jay Robson, 33°
Donald L. Snyder
Earl Somoskey, MSA
Ronald Stack
William Steven
Patrick Supples
Roy J. Toalston
Daniel D. Tucker
Rev. Raymond Tucker
James D. Wrana
Clayton Wright
Harold Young
James D. Young

                           The following have been reported as Ill or Distressed


