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  MISSION	STATEMENT	FOR	-	NMJ
•  Provide inspiration for our members’ mean 
   ingful programs and degrees.

•  Provide convenient opportunities for our   
   members to enhance their lives. 

•  Provide enjoyable programs and fellowship  
   for our members. 

       	FROM	THE	SECRETARY	- Ill James G. Fidler, 33°

 Brethren, moving from summer into fall we can reflect on past 
successes, remarkable achievements

and dramatic changes while  focusing on future efforts to im-
prove the Valley of Canton for the benefit of all of its members. 
Members will soon be receiving annual dues notices for 2018. 
These notices will indicate that the Valley’s dues remain at $85, 
while the Supreme Council assessment continues to be $27. The 
leadership of both the Valley and Supreme Council remain com-
mitted to seeking and pursuing innovative, cost effective  ways 
to address the needs of our brethren- physically, financially and 

emotionally- while redoubling  efforts  to promote Inspirational, Convenient and Enjoyable 
events for the benefit of our members. All of the leaders of the Valley have pledged them-
selves to sincere, aggressive efforts on behalf of the members and to continue a tradition of 
activities designed to bring 21st Century technology into all our endeavors to promote the 
time honored principles of Freemasonry and demonstrate why Scottish Rite is the “Frater-
nity of Choice.”

 At the Supreme Council Session at Rochester, New York in late August, Ill. John W.  Mc-
Naughton, 33°,   turned over the reigns of leadership to the new Sovereign Grand Com-
mander, Ill.  David A. Glattly, 33°, of New Jersey. At the time he relinquished his duties, 
Ill. Bro. McNaughton had already mobilized the resources of the Grand Almoner’s Fund 
to assist our Brethren in Texas impacted by Hurricane Harvey.  Our new Sovereign Grand 
Commander, Ill. Bro. Glattly,  immediately took up the challenge of  mobilizing all of the  
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction’s  resources  to  identify  and  get help  to our Brethren in 
Florida suffering from the ravages of Hurricane  Irma.  The Valley of Canton has succeeded 
in contacting many of our Brethren in Florida and will not cease those efforts until we have 
spoken with every one of them and determined if they need assistance of any kind.   Caring 
for our Brothers in need is who we are.

At that same Supreme Council Session, Ill. Bros. Terry Rundquist and Danny Welch were 
Coroneted 33rd Degree Scottish Rite Masons in an impressive ceremony and RWB Michael 
Jay Woodward, Past Sovereign Prince, Mystic Council Princes of Jerusalem, was elected to 
receive the 33° at the Supreme Council Session at Milwaukee, Wisconsin  in August, 2019. 
Please congratulate these brethren, who have worked tirelessly on behalf of the fraternity 
and continue to serve in many different capacities. They personify why Freemasonry contin-
ues  to be an important part of all of our lives and why it will forever be a force for Broth-
erly Love, Relief and Truth in this  world.

Our monthly Stated Meeting will be on Thursday, October 12, 2017, preceded by dinner at 
6:30PM.

A new Masonic year will begin at the Grand Lodge Communication in Dayton on October 
20-21,2017. Scottish Rite is only as strong as the symbolic lodges. Let’s pledge ourselves to 
making our fraternity even stronger in the months ahead by assisting our symbolic lodges in 
every way possible.

The highlight of the coming month is the 242nd Reunion of the Valley of Canton on  Oc-
tober26-28,2017. We will be honoring the Valley’s Deputy’s Representative, Ill. Frank L. 
Sekeres,33°,  who has distinguished himself in all aspects of Freemasonry and who, along 
with his lovely wife, Debbie, has helped Freemasonry shine in Ohio. The Reunion kicks off  
on Thursday, October 26, with a buffet dinner for Members and Candidates at 6:00PM, , fol-
lowed by the Opening and live portrayals of the 4° and 14°.       (See Secretary on page 9)



                  

        Trestle	Board	
       

OCTOBER
Thurs., Oct. 12 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Thurs., Oct. 26 - 6:00 PM Buffet Dinner
     7:00 PM Opening 242nd Fall Reunion
Fri., Oct 27      -- 6:00 PM Candidate Orientation 
Sat., Oct 28    -- 9:30 AM 242nd Fall Reunion
NOVEMBER
Thurs., Nov. 9 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Thurs., Nov. 23 -THANKSGIVING
     
																							IMPORTANT	DATES

 Thurs., Oct. 12 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Thurs., Oct. 26 - 6:00 PM Buffet Dinner
    7:00 PM Opening 242nd Fall Reunion
Fri., Oct 27      -- 6:00 PM Candidate Orientation 
Sat., Oct 28    -- 9:30 AM 242nd Fall Reunion                  
Thurs., Nov. 9 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Thurs., Nov. 23 -THANKSGIVING
Thurs., Dec. 14 - 6:30 PM Quarterly Dinner
    7:30 PM Stated Meeting
Mon., Dec. 25 -	CHRISTMAS	DAY
Mon, Jan. 1, 2018 - NEW	YEARS	DAY
Thurs., Jan 11 - 7:30 PM Stated Meeting

Brethren we missed you at the last meeting.  The program 
was very informative.  The ice cream was very cold and the 
fellowship was warm.  Won’t you join us for our next meet-
ing on October 12th ?  Come early and make your reservation 
for dinner..
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OCTOBER 12TH 	STATED	MEETING		at	7:30PM 

																	DINNER	TIME:	6:30	pm		Cost	is	$12.00
																															MENU:			
                                 	•	 Sauerkraut	/	Kielbasi
				 	 									•	 Mashed	Potatos	
	 	 									•		Mixed	Vegetables
	 																						•		Cake
	 	 									•		Coffee	&	Ice	Tea	
                         RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
                    Contact Bill Stratton at 330-455-6300 or
                      e-mail: cantonmanager@yahoo.com
DEADLINE	FOR	RESERVATION	OCTOBER	9,	2017							

								FALL		REUNION	LADIES’	PROGRAM
                       Saturday, October 28, 2017
                      Afternoon Program -  Time 4:30 PM

																			Workers	Needed!
Brothers, can you paint, patch walls, stain wood, or help a 
plumber or electrician? Then we need your help to fix up the 
inside of the Canton Masonic Temple. We will meet at 8:00 
AM the FOURTH	SATURDAY of the month for coffee 
and donuts and then,with your able help, we will keep the 
inside beautiful!
                     

  The Valley will be hosting a very special program for our       
       ladies on October 28th during the Fall Reunion. 
Mary Beth Ions, a renowned solo violinist will be entertain-
ing our ladies on October 28th at 4:30 p.m. during the Fall 
Reunion. 
Mary Beth presents a one-woman violin show where she 
takes the audience on a musical journey from the Classics to 
music from Downton Abbey and the Trans-Siberian Orches-
tra! 
A great believer in the power of music to heal and inspire, 
Mary Beth is dedicated to the mission of bringing live music 
up close and personal to those who might not otherwise ex-
perience it. She is thrilled to be a member of Metro Health’s 
Arts in Medicine Department and looks forward to enhancing 
patient experience with all genres of music.
                  Program starts at 4:30 p.m. sharp!
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 Membership	by Scott Garan, Chairman

 Brethren, the past few weeks have been 
devastating to our country, and it looks 
like there could be more pain in the 
future.   As you know,  Hurricane  Harvey 
struck Texas and Louisiana, and Hurri-
cane Irma hit Florida in what were some 
of the worst storms we have ever seen.   

Additionally, forest fires have burned thousands of acres in the 
west as well as have claimed many homes.
There is no doubt,  brethren that many fellow Masons have 
been affected by these storms and fires and they are in desper-
ate need.   We as Scottish Rite Freemasons have always been 
a generous group.   We support so many great causes because 
relief and charity are both tenets that this great fraternity was 
founded on.   Freemasons are men with big hearts, and I am 
imploring each and every one of us to dig a little deeper than 
we may normally do, to give to charities that are support-
ing people in need during these desperate times.   The Grand 
Almoner’s Fund would be a great place to start.   The money 
collected will go to help our brother Mason’s in their time of 
need.   Keep in the back of your mind that today it may be 
brother Mason’s we don’t know, but tomorrow it could be 
anyone of us who are in need.
Now as membership chairman I always try to talk about 
membership, but I felt it necessary to remind everyone that 
many brethren have literally lost EVERYTHING to these 
storms and fires.   Yet, this IS about membership.   Breth-
ren we are judged by our actions.   There are always people 
watching us because we wear those strange rings.   What is all 
about they think to themselves.   Well, we are being judged by 
our actions.   Everything we do not only reflects upon us as 
individuals but on our great fraternity as well.   What a better 
example of who we are as Mason’s than to give to others.   
Isn’t taking care of each other what we all took an oath to do?
Brethren, be an example to the world what it is to be a Free-
mason!   Live your life as upstanding men, obey those prom-
ises we took to our Deity and take care of each other.   This 
world is in turmoil, but there are still those of us that believe 
in Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.   Be the beacon that 
shines what it’s like to be a brother Mason.   Who knows, 
maybe someone will say” I see you are a good man, how do I 
become a Mason!”
Scott Garan

    John	Adams	(October 30, 1735 – 
July 4, 1826) was an American patriot 
who served as the second President 
of the United States (1797–1801) and 
the first Vice President (1789–97).[1] 
He was a lawyer, diplomat, statesman, 
political theorist, and, as a Founding 
Father, a leader of the movement for 
American independence from Great 
Britain. He was also a dedicated 
diarist and correspondent, particularly 

with his wife and closest advisor Abigail.
John Adams collaborated with his cousin, revolutionary 
leader Samuel Adams, but he established his own prominence 
prior to the American Revolution. After the Boston Massacre, 
he provided a successful (though unpopular) legal defense 
of the accused British soldiers, in the face of severe local 
anti-British sentiment and driven by his devotion to the right 
to counsel and the “protect[ion] of innocence”.[2] Adams 
was a delegate from Massachusetts to the Continental Con-
gress, where he played a leading role in persuading Congress 
to declare independence. He assisted Thomas Jefferson in 
drafting the Declaration of Independence in 1776, and was its 
foremost advocate in the Congress. As a diplomat in Europe, 
he helped negotiate the eventual peace treaty with Great Brit-
ain, and acquired vital governmental loans from Amsterdam 
bankers. Adams was the primary author of the Massachusetts 
Constitution in 1780. This influenced the development of 
America’s own constitution, as did his earlier Thoughts on 
Government (1776).
Adams’s credentials as a revolutionary secured for him two 
terms as President George Washington’s vice president (1789 
to 1797) and also his own election in 1796 as the second 
president. In his single term as president, he encountered 
fierce criticism from the Jeffersonian Republicans, as well as 
the dominant faction in his own Federalist Party, led by his 
rival Alexander Hamilton. Adams signed the controversial 
Alien and Sedition Acts, and built up the army and navy in 
the face of an undeclared naval “Quasi-War” with France. 
The major accomplishment of his presidency was a peaceful 
resolution of the conflict in the face of Hamilton’s opposition. 
Due to his strong posture on defense, Adams is “often called 
the father of the American Navy”.[3] He was the first U.S. 
president to reside in the executive mansion, now known as 
the White House.
In 1800, Adams lost re-election to Thomas Jefferson and re-
tired to Massachusetts. He eventually resumed his friendship 
with Jefferson upon the latter’s own retirement by initiating a 
correspondence which lasted fourteen years. He and his wife 
established a family of politicians, diplomats, and historians 
now referred to as the Adams political family. Adams was 
the father of John Quincy Adams, the sixth President of the 
United States. He died on the fiftieth anniversary of the
                           (See Adams continued on page 7)

																		2018	DUES	STATEMENTS
Brethren, starting in October 2017, you should be receiving 
the 2018 dues notification.
The dues statement that you receive will indicate the Val-
ley dues	are	$85.00 and the Supreme	Council ASSESS-
MENT,	which appears as a separate item, is	$27.00 making 
a total	of	$112.00
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																																																			THE	VALLEY	OF	CANTON’S	NEW 33° MASONS

Pictured above (L-R) are  Kris Welch, (son),  Angela Welch, Danny L. Welch, Terry Rundquist, his Lady Charlene and 
Deputy’s Representative Ill. Frank L. Sekeres, 33° prior to the 33° coronation at the August Supreme Council Session held in   
Rochester, New York.                                                                                                                               Photo by Ill. Michael Cecil, 

On Friday, September 8th at 5:00 PM the 
Brethren of McKinley Lodge #431 made their 
annual pilgrimage to the National Memo-
rial of their lodge’s namesake, Bro. Wm. 
McKinley for their observance.  They were 
accompanied by Canton Commandery No. 38 
who were the honor guard.  Later there was a 
dinner at the Masonic Temple Dining Room 
for all who were in attendance.

Pictured above are mem-
bers of Wm. McKinley 
Lodge 431 conducting the 
ceremony.
Pictured on the right is the 
William McKinley Monu-
ment.
Pictured on the left are 
members of Canton Com-
mandery #38 as Honor 
Guard.
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James Earl Carter Jr. (born October 
1, 1924) is an American politician 
who served as the 39th President of 
the United States from 1977 to 1981. 
A member of the Democratic Party, 
he served as the Governor of Geor-
gia prior to his election as president. 
Carter has remained active in public 
life during his post-presidency, and 
in 2002 he was awarded the Nobel 

Peace Prize for his work with the Carter Center.
After graduating from high school, Carter joined the United 
States Navy and served on nuclear submarines. He left the 
Navy in 1953 to return to Georgia, where he worked as a 
peanut farmer. From 1963 to 1967, Carter served in the 
Georgia State Senate. In 1970, Carter won election as Gov-
ernor of Georgia, defeating former Governor Carl Sanders in 
the Democratic primary. He served as governor from 1971 
to 1975. Despite being little-known outside of Georgia at the 
start of the campaign, Carter won the 1976 Democratic presi-
dential nomination. In the general election, Carter defeated 
incumbent Republican President Gerald Ford in a close elec-
tion.
On his second day in office, Carter pardoned all evaders of 
the Vietnam War drafts. During Carter’s term as president, 
two new cabinet-level departments, the Department of En-
ergy and the Department of Education, were established. He 
established a national energy policy that included conserva-
tion, price control, and new technology. In foreign affairs, 
Carter pursued the Camp David Accords, the Panama Canal 
Treaties, the second round of Strategic Arms Limitation 
Talks (SALT II), and the return of the Panama Canal Zone 
to Panama. On the economic front he confronted persistent 
“stagflation”, a combination of high inflation, high unem-
ployment and slow growth. The end of his presidential tenure 
was marked by the 1979–1981 Iran hostage crisis, the 1979 
energy crisis, the Three Mile Island nuclear accident, and the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. In response to the invasion, 
Carter ended détente, escalated the Cold War, and led the 
international boycott of the 1980 Summer Olympics in Mos-
cow. In 1980, Carter faced a primary challenge from Sena-
tor Ted Kennedy, but Carter won re-nomination at the 1980 
Democratic National Convention. Carter lost the general 
election in an electoral landslide to Republican nominee Ron-
ald Reagan. Polls of historians and political scientists usually 
rank Carter as a below average president.
In 2012, he surpassed Herbert Hoover as the longest-retired 
president in U.S. history, and he is also the first president 
to mark the 40th anniversary of his inauguration. He set 
up the Carter Center in 1982 as his base for advancing human 
rights. He has also traveled extensively to conduct peace ne-
gotiations, observe elections, and advance disease prevention 
and eradication in developing nations. Additionally, Carter is 
a key figure in the Habitat for Humanity project and he has 

written several books about various topics. In reference to 
current political views, he has criticized some of Israel’s ac-
tions and policies in regards to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict 
and has advocated for a two-state solution..
He has vigorously opposed the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Citizens United v. FEC to strike down limits on campaign 
spending by corporations and unions, saying that the U.S. is 
“no longer a functioning democracy” and now has a system 
of “unlimited political bribery.”

								RWB			MICHAEL		JAY		WOODWARD			
																ELECTED	TO	RECEIVE			33°

At the most recent Supreme Council Session at Rochester, 
New York, RWB  Michael Jay Woodward was elected to 
receive the 33° at the next Supreme Council Session  at Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin in August,2019.
There is no finer man or Mason than Mike Woodward.
Mike is a Life Member of the Valley of Canton whose Scot-
tish Rite career began when he became a 32° Mason in Octo-
ber, 1980.  He is a Past Sovereign Prince of Mystic Council 
Princes of Jerusalem and has stayed active in the Valley for 
many years.
RWB  Woodward is a Past District Deputy Grand Master in 
the 20th District and is a recipient of the  Knight of the York 
Cross of Honor.
Mike Woodward and his lovely lady  Anita  reside in Orrville, 
Ohio.
The next time you see Mike,  please make it a point to con-
gratulate him on this well deserved recognition of his service 
to Scottish Rite Freemasonry.
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Dwight	David	“Ike”	Eisenhower 
(October 14, 1890 – March 28, 1969) 
was an American politician and Army 
general who served as the 34th Presi-
dent of the United States from 1953 
until 1961. He was a five-star gen-
eral in the United States Army during 
World War II and served as Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Expedition-
ary Forces in Europe. He was respon-

sible for planning and supervising the invasion of North Africa 
in Operation Torch in 1942–43 and the successful invasion of 
France and Germany in 1944–45 from the Western Front.
Eisenhower was born in Denison, Texas, and raised in Kansas 
in a large family of mostly Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry by 
parents with a strong religious background. His mother was 
born a Lutheran, married as a River Brethren and later joined 
the International Bible Students Association. Eisenhower did 
not belong to any organized church until 1952. He cited con-
stant relocation during his military career as one reason. He 
graduated from West Point in 1915 and later married Mamie 
Doud, with whom he had two sons. During World War I, he 
was denied a request to serve in Europe, instead commanding 
a unit training tank crews. Following the war, he served under 
several notable generals, and was promoted to the rank of 
brigadier general in 1941. After the U.S. entered World War II, 
Eisenhower oversaw the successful invasions of North Africa 
and Sicily before supervising the invasions of France and 
Germany. After the war, Eisenhower served as Army Chief of 
Staff and then in an uncomfortable role as president of Co-
lumbia University. In 1951–52, he served as the first Supreme 
Commander of NATO.
Eisenhower entered the 1952 presidential race as a Republi-
can, in order to block the foreign policies of Senator Robert 
A. Taft. He won two landslide elections, becoming the first 
Republican winner to do so since 1928. Eisenhower’s main 
goals in office were to contain the expansion of the Soviet 
Union and reduce federal deficits. In 1953, he threatened the 
use of nuclear weapons until China agreed to terms regarding 
POWs in the Korean War. An armistice ended the stalemated 
conflict. His New Look policy of nuclear deterrence priori-
tized inexpensive nuclear weapons while reducing funding for 
expensive Army divisions. He continued Harry S. Truman’s 
policy of recognizing the Republic of China as the legitimate 
government of China, and he won congressional approval of 
the Formosa Resolution. His administration provided major 
aid to help the French fight off Vietnamese Communists in 
the First Indochina War. After the French left he gave strong 
financial support to the new state of South Vietnam. He sup-
ported local military coups against hostile governments in Iran 
and Guatemala. During the Suez Crisis of 1956, Eisenhower 
condemned the Israeli, British and French
invasion of Egypt, and forced them to withdraw. He also con-
demned the Soviet invasion during the Hungarian Revolution 

1956 but took no action. After the Soviet Union launched 
Sputnik in 1957, Eisenhower authorized the establishment 
of NASA, which led to the space race. He deployed 15,000 
soldiers during the 1958 Lebanon crisis. Near the end of his 
term, his efforts to set up a summit meeting with the Soviets 
collapsed when an American spy plane was shot down over 
Russia.
On the domestic front, Eisenhower was a moderate con-
servative who continued New Deal agencies and expanded 
Social Security. He covertly opposed Joseph McCarthy and 
contributed to the end of McCarthyism by openly invoking 
executive privilege. Eisenhower signed the Civil Rights Act 
of 1957 and sent Army troops to enforce federal court orders 
that integrated schools in Little Rock, Arkansas. His largest 
program was the Interstate Highway System. He promoted 
the establishment of strong science education via the Na-
tional Defense Education Act. Eisenhower’s two terms saw 
widespread economic prosperity except for a minor recession 
in 1958. In his farewell address to the nation, Eisenhower 
expressed his concerns about the dangers of massive military 
spending, particularly deficit spending and government con-
tracts to private military manufacturers. Voted Gallup’s most 
admired man twelve times, he achieved widespread popular 
esteem both in and out of office. Since the late 20th century, 
consensus among Western scholars has consistently held 
Eisenhower as one of the greatest U.S. Presidents

(Adams continued from page 4)
 adoption of the Declaration of Independence, and the same 
day as Jefferson. Modern historians in the aggregate have 
favorably ranked his administration

                            October	Program	
											Stark	County	during	the	Civil	War
Mr. Christopher Craft is a resident of Massillon Ohio.  He 
graduated the College of Wooster with Bachelors of History 
and Visual Arts, and the University of Akron with a Mas-
ters of Education and Visual Arts. He spent thirty one years 
teaching Art at Fairless High School.  Upon his retirement, 
he joined the Massillon Museum staff as the Special Projects 
Coordinator and has been with the museum for the last thir-
teen year. He is an avid historian and has spent much of his 
life studying the American Civil War.  He has been involved 
with Civil War living history for over 40 years. He is cur-
rently working on several writing projects. 
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Theodore	Roosevelt	Jr. (October 
27, 1858 – January 6, 1919) was an 
American statesman, author, explorer, 
soldier, naturalist, and reformer who 
served as the 26th President of the 
United States from 1901 to 1909. He 
also served as the 25th Vice President 
of the United States and as the 33rd 
Governor of New York. As a leader of 
the Republican Party during this time, 
he became a driving force for the Pro-
gressive Era in the United States in the 

early 20th century. His face is depicted on Mount Rushmore, 
alongside those of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
and Abraham Lincoln.
Roosevelt was born a sickly child with debilitating asthma, 
but he successfully overcame his physical health problems 
by embracing a strenuous lifestyle. He integrated his exuber-
ant personality, vast range of interests, and world-famous 
achievements into a “cowboy” persona defined by robust 
masculinity. Home-schooled, he began a lifelong natural-
ist avocation before attending Harvard College. His book, 
The Naval War of 1812 (1882), established his reputation as 
both a learned historian and as a popular writer. Upon enter-
ing politics, he became the leader of the reform faction of 
Republicans in New York’s state legislature. Following the 
near-simultaneous deaths of his wife and mother, he escaped 
to a cattle ranch in the Dakotas. Roosevelt served as Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy under President William McKinley, but 
resigned from that post to lead the Rough Riders during the 
Spanish–American War. Returning a war hero, he was elected 
Governor of New York in 1898. After the death of Vice 
President Garret Hobart, the New York state party leadership 
convinced McKinley to accept Roosevelt as his running mate 
in the 1900 election, moving Roosevelt to the prestigious but 
powerless role of vice president. Roosevelt campaigned vig-
orously and the McKinley-Roosevelt ticket won a landslide 
victory based on a platform of peace, prosperity, and conser-
vatism.
Following McKinley’s assassination in September 1901, Roo-
sevelt became president at age 42, and remains the young-
est president. As a leader of the Progressive movement, he 
championed his “Square Deal” domestic policies, promising 
the average citizen fairness, breaking of trusts, regulation of 
railroads, and pure food and drugs. Making conservation a top 
priority, he established many new national parks, forests, and 
monuments intended to preserve the nation’s natural resourc-
es. In foreign policy, he focused on Central America, where 
he began construction of the Panama Canal. He expanded 
the Navy and sent the Great White Fleet on a world tour to 
project the United States’ naval power around the globe. His 
successful efforts to broker the end of the Russo-Japanese 
War won him the 1906 Nobel Peace Prize. He avoided the 
controversial tariff and money issues. Elected in 1904 to a full 
term, Roosevelt continued to promote progressive policies, 
but many of his efforts and much of his legislative agenda

were eventually blocked in Congress. Roosevelt successfully 
groomed his close friend, William Howard Taft, and Taft won 
the 1908 presidential election to succeed him. In polls of his-
torians and political scientists, Roosevelt is generally ranked 
as one of the five best presidents.[
Frustrated with Taft’s conservatism, Roosevelt belatedly tried 
to win the 1912 Republican nomination. He failed, walked 
out, and founded a third party, the Progressive, so-called 
“Bull Moose” Party, which called for wide-ranging progres-
sive reforms. The split allowed the Democrats to win the 
White House. Following his election defeat, Roosevelt led 
a two-year expedition to the Amazon basin, where he nearly 
died of tropical disease. During World War I, he criticized 
President Woodrow Wilson for keeping the country out of the 
war with Germany, and his offer to lead volunteers to France 
was rejected. Though he had considered running for president 
again in 1920, Roosevelt’s health continued to deteriorate, 
and he died in 1919.
															WB.	LARRY	M.	NICSINGER,	MSA
																October	13,	1941	–	September	9,	2017

Brethren, Freemasonry lost a good friend and ambassador 
with the passing of WB Larry Nicsinger, MSA on September 
9, 2017
Larry’s smile and cheerful personality brightened Scottish 
Rite Reunions and Masonic Events for many years.  He was 
a dedicated ritualist and participated in various activities not 
only in Scottish Rite but also in York Rite, Tadmor Shrine, 
Order of The Eastern Star and Cypress Lodge #604 and New 
Philadelphia Lodge #177, both of which he served as Wor-
shipful Master.
Larry was a recipient of the Meritorious Service Award, hav-
ing been elected in June, 2015.  We join his Lady Carol and 
many friends and relatives in saying “Rest in Peace, Larry, 
Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant.” 



9

     OhioMeansJobs	Receives	Incentive			
	 			Award	to	Assist	Veterans
By Monica Rose Gwin
OhioMeansJobs Stark and Tuscarawas Counties

OhioMeansJobs Stark and Tuscarawas Counties 
has been selected as the recipient of the Ohio 

Department of Job and Family Services 2017 Veterans Ohio 
Network for Employment (Vets O.N.E.) Incentive Award.  
This $50,000 award is given annually to an OhioMeansJobs 
Center or Workforce Area that provides extraordinary and 
commendable service, and improves service delivery to Ohio 
veterans.  
Criteria for selection includes efforts at providing employ-
ment and training services to veterans and other eligible 
persons, and demonstrating that they directly affect a single 
veteran or category of veterans such as special disabled 
veterans.  In addition, exceptional services provided to hard-
to-serve veterans, such as homeless veterans, is taken into 
consideration.
These incentive funds are to be donated on behalf of an Ohio-
MeansJobs Center or Workforce Area to 501c3 non-profit 
organizations that provide services to veterans and their fami-
lies.  As	a	result,	OhioMeansJobs	Stark	and	Tuscarawas	
Counties	has	donated	$40,000	to	SAM	Center	(Serving	
Area	Military,	Veterans	and	Widows)	of	Massillon,	and	
$10,000	to	Stable	Support	Services	(Stable	Solutions)	of	
Alliance.		Both	organizations	serve	Stark	and	Tuscarawas	
county	residents.		
SAM Center is a volunteer community of veterans and 
military supporters helping each other.  It was founded in 
2015 with the mission to better the lives of service members, 
veterans and their widows.  The center collaborates with 
other community agencies to ensure programs aren’t being 
duplicated, while the gap in assistance is being filled. 
Stable Solutions is a military services program that provides 
individualized programming for veterans, active military and 
their families through equine therapy.  Their mission is to 
improve mental health, promote personal development, utiliz-
ing experiential activities in a non-traditional setting, led by 
licensed mental health professionals.  
In announcing the performance incentive award, the Ohio 
Department of Job and Family Services said “the persever-
ance, dedication and innovative thinking of the OhioMeans-
Jobs Stark and Tuscarawas Counties staff has positively 
impacted Ohio’s veterans and their families.” 
“OhioMeansJobs Stark and Tuscarawas Counties staff and 
partner agencies assist our veteran customers each and every 
day with their employment, education and training, finan-
cial literacy and community resource needs.  Our staff and 
partners are truly dedicated, going above and beyond, to 
serve our veteran customers and	their families,” said JoAnn 
Breedlove, COO for OhioMeansJobs Stark and Tuscarawas 
Counties.

OhioMeans Jobs Stark and Tuscarawas Counties served 
10,314 individual customers resulting in 35,184 visits during 
program year 2016.  As a system, 37% of individual custom-
ers were new customers, with roughly 6% of those identified 
as veterans.   In 2015, OhioMeansJobs Stark and Tuscarawas 
Counties served 785 veterans.  In 2016 service to veterans 
increased approximately 9 percent with 852 being served.
The most notable improvement to veteran services regarding 
partner collaboration is the success of incorporating finan-
cial coaching within the center.  Financial coaching is being 
provided both by the United Way Financial Prosperity Center 
and the Transitioning Veterans Financial Coach housed in the 
OhioMeansJobs Stark County center.  
Provided through the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB), the OhioMeansJobs Stark County center has hosted 
a full-time Transitioning Veterans Financial Coach tasked 
with assisting veterans with financial coaching service needs 
since June 2015. In addition to Stark and Tuscarawas coun-
ties, the financial coach provides services to surrounding 
counties as needed.    Only 40 coaches nationwide are provid-
ing these services at American Job Centers. 

(Secretary from page 2)
Saturday, October 28 features live portrayals of five de-
grees, including Conferral of the 32°,   a  Ladies Program 
at 4:30PM  and  Dinner open to the public at 6:00PM.  The 
hallmark of the Dinner on Saturday Evening will be  remarks  
from our Honoree, Ill. Frank L. Sekeres,33°.  There is no 
charge for any of the events but  RESERVATIONS  ARE A 
MUST!  Let’s all plan on attending and demonstrating
our appreciation for the contributions to Freemasonry by Ill. 
Bro. Sekeres over many years.
Fraternally,
James G. Fidler,33°
Executive Secretary

Rutherford	Birchard	Hayes (Octo-
ber 4, 1822 – January 17, 1893) was 
the 19th President of the United States 
(1877–81). He became president at 
the end of the Reconstruction Era of 
the United States through a complex 
Compromise of 1877. As president he 
ended Army support for Republican 
state governments in the South, promot-
ed civil service reform, and attempted 

to reconcile the divisions left over from the Civil War and 
Reconstruction
Hayes, an attorney in Ohio, was city solicitor of Cincin-
nati from 1858 to 1861. When the Civil War began, he left 
a fledgling political career to join the Union Army as an 
officer. Hayes was wounded five times, most seriously at the 
Battle of South Mountain,      ( See Hayes on page 11)
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                 The		242nd	Fall	Reunion	honoring	
Ill. Frank L. Sekeres, 33° will be held on Thursday,  Friday 
and Saturday October 26, 27 & 28, 2017
            The Reunion schedule is as follows:
												Thursday,	October	26,	2017
                Buffet Dinner – 6:00 PM (Members & Candidates)
                  Opening – 7:00 PM
        •  4th Degree – 7:15 PM
       •  14th Degree -8:00 PM
													Friday,	October	27,	2017
             Candidate Orientation – 6:00 PM
      Light snacks provided (Candidates & top Line Signers)
													Saturday,	October	28,	2017
         •  13th Degree 9:30 AM
         •  15th Degree 10:30 AM
                        Lunch 11:30 AM,  Pictures 12:45 PM
         •  18th Degree 1:00 PM
         •  21st Degree 3:00 PM
         •  32nd Degree 4:00 PM
                     4:30 PM Ladies program featuring                   
                         Mary Beth Ions - Violinist      
          Dinner – 6:00 PM (Open to Public)
                                                                      

						MERITORIOUS	SERVICE	AWARDEES
  The MSA club holds a monthly scheduled breakfast for all 
MSA  Awardees throughout 2017.  They are held the second 
Tuesday of each month at John’s Bar at 9:00 AM.
The schedule for 2017 is as follows.  The breakfast is open 
to all Scottish Rite members. Plan on attending.

October 10th November 14th   December 12th

At the Tuesday, September 12th  breakfast at John’s Bar there 
was 6 MSA members and One 33° member in attendance.  
Such a warm September morning had club members under-
taking other tasks.  As Fall approaches the club members 
attendance surely will pick up!

                      RESERVATION	COUPON				                   
                               242nd Fall Reunion 
       	WHEN:			Thursday, October 26, 2017
   Saturday, October 28, 2017
        WHERE:  Canton Masonic Temple
                  836 Market Ave. N
        Canton, OH  44702
     		TIME:	Dinner at 6:00 PM, Thursday & Saturday
Thursday,	October	26  (Members & Candidates Only)
NAME:________________________________________
Saturday,	October	28		(Open	to	the	Public)
NAME:	________________________________________
  Number Attending Dinner   _________________________
  Number Attending Ladies Program__________________
RESERVATIONS	MADE	BY	E-MAIL	OR	PHONE
              E-Mail: valleyofcanton78@gmail.com
              Office Phone: 330-455-2321
              Mail TO: AASR - Valley of Canton
                                            836 Market Ave N
                                            Canton, OH 44702

      					Halloween	–	Trick	or	Treat	at	the	Temple
								Sunday,	October	29th	,	2017		5:00	PM-8:00	PM
On Sunday, October 29th, from 5 to 8 PM, we will open the 
Temple for Trick or Treat. “This is a first and is open to all 
Masons, their families, and friends, etc. in the 21st District.
This is not to be a “spook house” type of event, although we 
would like some decorations around the Temple and volun-
teers to dress up to hand out candy.
What will be needed most, in addition to mass amounts of 
candy donations, are volunteers.  Masons and their spouses, 
parents, etc. to dress up and pass out candy throughout the 
Temple.
For further details call Bro. Jim Seelye or text at 330-754-
7355 or by email at jseelye@kent.edu 
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          CHILDREN’S	DYSLEXIA	CENTER
                                  	Audre	Manners
After completing her training program, Audre Manners is 
honored to be joining the staff of the Children’s Dyslexia 
Center Inc. of Canton as a certified Orton-Gillingham tutor.  
Audre would like to thank AASR for enabling her to empower 
children with the skills of reading, spelling, and writing. When 
she is not tutoring, Audre works as screening coordinator and 
equestrian instructor at Pegasus Farm Therapeutic Equestrian 
Center in Hartville, Ohio,  which provides equestrian activi-
ties for individuals with disabilities.  Her Master of Arts in 
Speech-Language Pathology from the University of Akron has 
proved to be an excellent educational background for the roles 
in which she now serves.  Audre is excited to continue provid-
ing children with multi-sensory instruction, and she hopes to 
further her training and certification in the future.  

(Hayes continued from page 9)
He earned a reputation for bravery in combat and was promot-
ed to the rank of brevet major general. After the war, he served 
in the Congress from 1865 to 1867 as a Republican. Hayes 
left Congress to run for Governor of Ohio and was elected to 
two consecutive terms, from 1868 to 1872, and then to a third 
term, from 1876 to 1877.
In 1876, Hayes was elected president in one of the most 
contentious elections in national history. He lost the official 
popular vote to Democrat Samuel J. Tilden (due at least in part 
to Southern suppression of Republican votes, it is not known 
with certainty who won the actual popular vote) but he won an 
intensely disputed electoral college vote after a Congressional 
commission awarded him twenty contested electoral votes. 
The result was the Compromise of 1877, in which the Demo-
crats acquiesced to Hayes’s election and Hayes withdrew

                                      Erica	Katigbak
I am thrilled to have my certification and to make the move 
from Scholar to Tutor!  I am so thankful to join the Staff at 
the Center. After my son was diagnosed with dyslexia about 5 
years ago, I was a bit panicked as I wondered where to go for 
help. Multiple sources directed us to the Children’s Dyslexia 
Center where I was able to see firsthand the benefits of O-G 
tutoring. How wonderful that I now get to be a part of this 
incredible program! Thank you so much for this opportunity

remaining U.S. troops protecting Republican office holders in 
the South.
Hayes believed in meritocratic government, equal treatment 
without regard to race. He ordered federal troops to crush the 
Great Railroad Strike of 1877. He implemented modest civil 
service reforms that laid the groundwork for further reform in 
the 1880s and 1890s. He vetoed the Bland–Allison Act, which 
would have put silver money into circulation and raised nominal 
prices, insisting that maintenance of the gold standard was es-
sential to economic recovery. His policy toward Western Indians 
anticipated the assimilationist program of the Dawes Act of 
1887.
Hayes kept his pledge not to run for re-election, retired to his 
home in Ohio, and became an advocate of social and education-
al reform. Although supporters have praised his commitment to 
civil service reform and defense of civil rights, Hayes is gener-
ally listed among the high-end of the bottom half in historians’ 
rankings of U.S. presidents



In	memoriam	
When the world is upside down, brush away the tears, the frown,

Say a little prayer and soon, a ray of hope will conquer gloom.
Our lot is easier to bear when we talk to God in prayer.

And like a beacon shining bright, prayer will soothe the grievous plight,
Tales of woe, like useless weeds, serve no purpose,but the seeds

That enable us to cope are the prayers of faith and hope.

The Grand Architect of the Universe has received the following into His Presence:

                   Glen Bartram                          Carl C. Felger                                  Jacob Sergeuk
                   Herbert G. Bletner                 Larry M. Nicsinger, MSA                Gary A. Yoder

Robert W. Alexander
Alfred M. Biller
George A. Boyle
James L. Branch
Sherman Brick
Bobby G. Burns
George Colley
Donald L. Corbett
David Dull
Dale L. Evans
James R. Filliez, 33°
James Fugatt
Paul E. Griffin

Gary W. Guist
Martin L. Hall
Thomas A. Heakin
John L. Henning
William S. Herman
Henry W. Hilger, MSA
Clark C. Hoehn
Jim Hone, MSA
Don Hurles
David Johnson, Jr.
James D. Kirkpatrick
Ralph J. Lahm
Laurence A. Loutzenheiser

Ralph Lynn, Sr.
Zeb V. Malavite
Thurman S. Miller
Dale F. Mose
Don C. Nixon
William Noggle, 33°
Theodore F. Novak
Arthur E. Overcasher
Arthur L. Phillips, 33°
Ronnie Phillips
James W. Ratliff
Donald H. Ray
Robert Redenback

Earnest Riddle
E. Jay Robson, 33°
Earl Somoskey, MSA
Ronald Stack
William Steven
Patrick Supples
Roy J. Toalston
Daniel D. Tucker
Rev. Raymond Tucker
James D. Wrana
Clayton Wright
Harold Young
James D. Young

                           The following have been reported as Ill or Distressed


